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Restrictions on the administration latitude when contracting in the field of public transactions. 
Abstract : Contracts, whether in terms of their composition, effects or expiration, are generally subject to the 
principle of power of will, including public transactions, as contracts concluded by the administration to meet 
its needs, However, this principle does not apply unequivocally for public transactions, because when 
concluding such contracts, administration is subjected to a number of restrictions and controls imposed by law 
in order to serve the public interest. 
These restrictions are numerous, as they appear when contracting proceedings are initiated and remain in place 
throughout the contracting phase. This relates to general objective restrictions, namely, the general principles 
governing public demand, which the contracting office must respect and abide by. 
A further set of procedural and formal restrictions is therefore added to the requirement to identify needs and 
establish estimated value, and then to provide the necessary financial provision for contracting, all of which 
should be supervised by a contracting officer, and the administration must respect the written form. 
These restrictions are not limited to the contracting phase, but extend to the methods and modalities of 
selecting the contracting agent, where the law requires the contracting entity to adopt specific methods and 
techniques to arrive at the technical and financial selection of the best offers. 
Key words Keywords: public transactions, legal restrictions, ways of contracting - principles of public 
procurement - competence to contract - financial provision. 


